Acts of the Apostles 



ViNdicAriON 

Acts 11.1-18 

The news of the conversion of Cornelius and other Gentiles at 
Caesarea seemed to have spread across Judea quite rapidly, 
arriving in Jerusalem before Peter came home from his first 
missionary journey. 

But as with all rumors, the truth was only partially delivered. 

• The word was preached to and received by the Gentiles 

o The word "received" means that the Gentiles not only 
heard, but accepted and appropriated the message of 
the gospel. 

o In other words, they believed and thus were saved. 

• Peter went into the home of a Gentile and ate with him 

• No mention of the circumstances surrounding the meeting 

• No mention of these Gentiles being filled with the Holy 
Spirit 

The Bible is not clear about who the "circumcision" referred to. It 
could refer to all those who made up the church - the "apostles 
and brethren" of Judea. It could be a reference to the first crack in 
the solidarity of the church so evident in Acts 2. 

This issue of accepting non-Jews into the church was not solved 
on this day for years later Paul is still contending with those who 
are called "Judaizers" - those who required that non-Jews who 
desired to be part of the church be required to uphold the same 
standards as those who desired to become part of Israel - 
circumcision and a commitment to keep the Law of Moses. 

Alexander MacLaren: It is a black day for a Church when 

differences of opinion lead to the formation of cliques. Zeal 
for truth is sadly apt to enlist spite, malice, and blindness to a 
manifest work of God, as its allies. 
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Peter made his defense before this impromptu council in Jerusa- 
lem by recounting the details of all that had transpired concerning 
the encounter between himself, the Jew, and Cornelius, the Gen- 
tile. There is no real need for us to retell the story, but simply to 
point out that this rift between the Jew and the Gentile was so 
wide that it could not be overcome through normal channels. 

Of his own accord, Peter would never have conceived of the idea 
of going to a Gentile - especially one of such apparent stature, the 
representative of a conquering army. Cornelius may have been 
curious about the phenomenon of the church, but cultural conven- 
tions prevented him from inviting a Jew to come to his home - 
especially one he had never personally met. 

It took a supernatural intervention of God to bridge this seemingly 
impassable gulf. Cornelius would never have invited Peter to his 
home had he not seen the angel. And Peter would never have 
made a 30-mile trip to Caesarea had God not spoken to him in a 
vision. 

One thing that we need to note that is very important to this story 
and a point that is so easy to overlook. It was most certainly God 
who brought these two cultures together to create a single culture 
of Christianity which invites all men of every people group into its 
fold. Yet when God spoke to these men, where were they? 

Our first answer might be that they were both in Judea. Peter was 
in Joppa on the roof top of the home of Simon the Tanner. 

Cornelius was at his own quarters in the city of Caesarea. 

But more specifically, where were they and what were they doing 
when God spoke to these two men? Look back at. . . 

Acts 10:30 So Cornelius said, "Four days ago I was fasting until 
this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and 
behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 

Acts 11:5 1 was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I 
saw a vision, A certain vessel descend, as it had been a great 
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sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came even to 
me: 

God revealed His will to both men during their time of prayer, 
even though both men failed to comprehend the message during 
their prayer time. Understanding came when they were obedient 
to the commands of God. 

We need to be reminded that God is not going to reveal anything 
new about His person, His purposes, or His ways during our time 
of prayers. There won't be any new revelation, especially one that 
contradicts what we already have available to us in God's word. 

But He does lead us to understand His purposes and His ways in 
light of our current circumstances by responding to the time we 
spend in prayer. We may come to understand what He is saying to 
us when we meet together to talk about church plans, but we will 
never come to an understanding that is within God's will if we 
have not spent time alone seeking God's face and God's faith in 
prayer. 

The Bible does not give us the content of the prayers of either 
Peter or Cornelius. It only says that they were praying. This was 
not a singular moment in their lives when they were face-to-face 
with a particular crisis, but a habit of life - a time they had set 
aside to be alone with only the presence of God. As the angel said 
to Cornelius... 

Acts 10:4 Your prayers and your generous gifts to the poor have 
come up as a sacrifice to God and have been remembered by 
Him. 

God spoke to them in response to their faithfulness in prayer, not 
their specific entreaty to solve a challenging situation. 

There is certainly nothing wrong with going to God with our cares 
and our inquiries seeking His will concerning specific circum- 
stances. However, if we want to hear from God, we must spend 
time alone with Him on a regular basis. Otherwise, how will we 
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ever recognize His voice when He does speak to us during the 
time of crisis? 

John Piper: 

(Prayer) is a human act that God has ordained and which he 
delights in because it reflects the dependence of his creatures 
upon Him. He has promised to respond to prayer, and his 
response is just as contingent upon our prayer as our prayer is 
in accordance with his will. "And this is the confidence which 
we have before Him, that if we ask anything according to His 
will, He hears us" {I John 5:14). When we don't know how to 
pray according to God's will but desire it earnestly, "the Spirit 
of God intercedes for us according to the will of God" 
{Romans 8:27). 

Peter's first defense before his interrogators was that he responded 
to the command of God furnished to him during a time of prayer. 

Peter' s second defense was that he reacted to the calling of the 
Holy Spirit. {Verse 12) 

The Holy Spirit spoke to Peter through the lesson that God taught 
him in the vision and by the timely visit of the three men sent by 
Cornelius. Peter at once made the connection between the visit 
and the visit of these three men. 

He knew without any doubt that the Holy Spirit was calling him to 
go with these men "doubting nothing" - without any "hesitation 
or misgivings or discrimination." (Amp) The Bible does not tell us 
how Peter knew - only that he knew. And his understanding was 
confirmed by the things he discovered at Caesarea. 

We are too often caught up in the mystical aspect of stories such 
as this, when I believe that God is trying to teach us that we need 
not look for signs and wonders - we need only act on the impulses 
of our hearts and minds. 

God works through the willful decisions of His people. If we act, 
trusting Him to guide our every footstep, He will catch us when 
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we fall and redirect us when we stray, but we must simply move 
in obedience to the impulse and word of the Holy Spirit. 



David Piatt, Radical, Chapter 7: 

With so many people in so many places who have never heard the 
gospel message, it makes very little sense for us to sit around 
asking, "What is the will of God for my life?" or "What is the will 
of God for our church?" 

|: "The answer is clear. The will of God is for you and me to 
give our lives urgently and recklessly to making the gospel 
and the glory of God known among all peoples, particularly 
those who have never even heard of Jesus." 

We want to ask "What is the will of God?" when our question 
should be "Will we obey God's will?" once we understand it? 

|: "Will we refuse to sit back and wait for some tingly feeling to 
go down our spines before we rise up and do what we have 
already been commanded to do? 

"Will we risk everything - our comfort, our possessions, our 
safety, our security, our very lives - to make the gospel known 
among unreached peoples? 

"Such rising up and such risk taking are the unavoidable, 
urgent results of a life that is radically abandoned to Jesus." 

Peter knew that if he went to Caesarea, he was putting his very 
character on the line. He was an influencer in the church - a 
leader among the Apostles - one whose actions were watched and 
subject to judgment by those who observed his every action. 

Yet he did not hesitate to go because of the potential harm that 
might come to him. He reacted when he was called. 

Peter defended himself by the fact that he 1) responded to the 
command of God, and 2) he reacted to the call of the Holy Spirit, 
but finally, 3) he reported the coming of the Holy Spirit on those 
Gentiles who professed Jesus Christ as their Lord. 
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Peter had apparently prepared a speech or a sermon that he felt 
needed to be delivered to the people at Caesarea. Maybe he went 
back over some of the sermons we have already heard him preach 
in the book of Acts. 

Of course, every good church member knows that a good preacher 
never repeats an old sermon. If you hear the preacher say it once, 
that should be enough. And repetition is evidence that the 
preacher isn't spending enough time alone with God so that he has 
a new and fresh message every week. 

Maybe Peter formulated what he would say as he spent the IV2 
days traveling from Joppa to Caesarea. 

Whatever the case, he had much to say to these heathen, pagan 
Gentiles who did not have the benefits of knowing God as well as 
did the Jews. 

The reason I think that he had so much to say is Verse 15. 

When you go back to the sermon, Peter was able to preach for ten 
verses (Acts 10.34-43). In the KJV, that is 224 words or the 
equivalent of about 2/3 of one of my sermon pages. 

Then, suddenly, Peter' s sermon was cut short. Right in the middle 
of a thought - before he could realize what was happening - the 
Holy Spirit fell on those before him. 

All thoughts of finishing his sermon left Peter's mind. The only 
thing he could think about at such a moment as this was the day of 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit had fallen on the disciples in 
Jerusalem and the words that Jesus had spoken just before His 
ascension... 

Acts 11:16 Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that 
he said, John indeed baptized with water; but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost. (See Acts 1.5) 

Later, the Apostle Paul would write to the church at Rome. . . 

Romans 8.14-17 
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It was evident to Peter and to those who were with him that the 
Holy Spirit had come on these Gentiles and that they were truly 
made sons of God. 

As an eye-witness of God's supernatural touch on the lives of 
these people, for Peter to have refused to baptize them with water 
would have been equivalent to rebellion against the will of God. 

The Apostles who were there listening to Peter were reminded 
once again that Christianity - that discipleship - is a process of 
growth and development - that even they were not able to 
comprehend all of the teachings of Jesus while He was with them. 

When Jesus chose to ride on a donkey as He entered Jerusalem at 
the beginning of His last week of ministry - the week that would 
lead to His crucifixion and resurrection - the disciples struggled to 
understand. 

John 12:16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only 
after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had 
been written about him and that they had done these things to 
him. 

Only later did they recall the lesson they had learned from their 
study of the Prophets the verse written by Zechariah. . . 

Zech. 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter ofZion! Shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He 
is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Now that Peter had presented his case to them, there was no 
longer any room for disputation. 

Now, not only was the mission report of Peter vindicated, the tune 
that his inquisitors were set to sing of his reproach turned into a 
song of praise and adoration and glory to God. 

Based on Peter's defense where he. . . 

1) Responded to the command of God 
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2) Reacted to the calling of the Holy Spirit 

3) Report on the coming of the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles 

... the believers at Jerusalem declared a truth that God had made 
known through the mission of Peter: God has also granted to the 
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life. (Verse 18) 

Just as Peter did, we, too, must respond to the command of God 
and react to the call of the Holy Spirit to be about the business of 
making disciples - of reaching out with the word of God - here in 
our Jerusalem and even to the ends of the earth. 

And as we share the gospel message, we must trust in God to act 
according to His will. If we see the Holy Spirit touch those to 
whom we are speaking, then we must realize that is God who 
granted them repentance to life. 

If they do not respond to our preaching, then we must realize that 
God has not granted them repentance to life. 

In either case, our response should be the same - Praise God, from 
whom all blessings flow, for His will is perfect and His mercy is 
everlasting and His truth endures to all generations. 
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